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SYNOPSIS 
A quasi-stationary upper low over Washington continues to dominate the pattern over southern Alberta for the 

next three days. It will move bands of moist and unstable air across the region. Conditions are expected to improve 

very slowly, from almost certain lightning and showers (today) to only a risk of lightning on Saturday. The exact 

timing of these bands has some uncertainty for Friday and Saturday.  

Today 

The first well organized disturbance is already moving northward across southern Alberta and is expected to reach 

Calgary later today. Lightning and showers are currently observed to the south and are almost certain to reach the 

municipal area between 5 and 6pm. Highest shower intensity and lightning are expected before 9pm and 

conditions will improve very slowly from then through midnight. However, scattered showers and a risk of 

lightning will continue to linger. Wind gusts, at this point, are not expected to exceed 40 km/h.  

Friday 

The large scale pattern remains similar on Friday, but two details will improve the situation slightly: The 

disturbance will weaken and become less organized and as a result most of the convective activity is expected 

before 7pm. Showers and lightning are still possible after that, but models move most of the convective activity to 

the north and east during that time. Gusty winds with convective cells are again not expected to exceed 40 km/h.  

Saturday 

The potential for lightning is further reduced on Saturday as the low starts moving east out of the region. Light 

on/off shower activity is expected throughout the evening with slightly enhanced northwesterly gusts.  

Spot Forecast 

 Thu Aug 14 Fri Aug 15 Sat Aug 16 

Wind (km/h) 
NW10 becoming SE20 

gusting to 40km/h after 
6pm 

SE10-20 becoming gusty 30-
40 km/h after midday. 

NW10-20 becoming gusty 
northwest 40-50 km/h 

Probability of 
Lightning  (%)  

90% 70% mostly before 7pm 40% 

Precipitation after 
sunset (mm) 

4-8 mm with a risk of hail 2-4mm Trace-3mm 

OUTLOOK 
Weak ridging is expected to bring the best day of the forecast period on Sunday. Benign showers are still possible 

but are expected to be without lightning and dissipate near 6pm.  

CONFIDENCE 
Moderate. The overall improving trend is captured well in all models, but the exact timing of the convection 

continues to change by 2-4 hours.   
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